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F.B.I Inquiry Seeks to Learn

TIMES

STAT

" HOW Times Got Secret Pape

‘WASHINGTON, May 12 — The Fed.
eral Bureau of Investigation is trying to
‘discover how The New York Times ob-
tained & top-secret Nationmal Securi
Council document on Administration
strategy for preventing the ‘‘prolifera.
tion -of Cubsa-model states” in Central
America, according-to Federal offi-

The bureau declined to comment on
whether it was seeking 1o identity the
individual who gave a copy of the docu-
ment to The Times. But Federal offj.
cials said & determination bad been
made that publication of tbe document
bad had an impact on national security
and an inquiry had then been opened.

The text of the document was' pub-
lished in The Times on April 7, along
with an article explaining that it sum-
marized a meeting that took place in

1]

.| April 1882, attended by President Res.

gan and his senior foreign policy advis-
€rs. - :
. NoF.B.IL Confirmation
The summary of the meeting in-
cluded information on both covert and
political programs intended to keep the
Sandinist ent in Ni
from ‘“‘exporting revolution” to El Sal.
vador, and to pro-United
‘States elements in El Salvador and
Guatemala. At the meeting President
‘Reagan approved the policy._

By LESLIE MAITLAND
Special to The New York Times

According to the memorandum, cov-
ert activities in Central America would
bg carried out pursuant to National Se-

ty | curity Decision Directive 17, which was |

the President’s approval in November
1881 of a plan for covert actiom in the
area, particularly in Nicaragua.
Federal officials said the F.B.L had &
policy of not confirming whether it was
conducting inquiries into breaches of
security. The reason, they saig, is that
confirmation of an i igation implic-
itly suggests that the information made
public has beenaccurate and that the
release of ‘it has atfected national se

This is the first time the F.B.I. has
conducted an inquiry into the unauthor-
ized release of information since last
March, when President Reagan issued
a directive tightening procedures for
handling classified information.

Use of Polygraph Tests
Under the new rules, Federal em-

examinations, and the

refusetodoso. . -

Federal officials said, however, that
it was the policy of the F.B.1. not 10 use
the polygraph to supplant ‘“‘normal in-
vestigative techniques,” but only to
reconcile differences that *“‘cannot be
reconciled through exhaustive investi-
gaﬁﬂﬂ." .

There is no specific statute explicitly
making it a crime for a Government of-
ficial to supply classified information tc
@ reporter. Although it has been sug-
gested within the Administration that
one should be drafted, no action has
been taken so far.

Justice Department officials say,
however, that a numnber of existing laws
Lcan be invoked to prosecute unauthor.

them carry penalties of substantial
fines and prison terms upon conviction. -

ployees can be asked to take polygraph
Government

may draw an adverse inference if they

ized reieases of information. Some of -



